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1I_1 . (SBU)  Human  Rights  Watch  (HRW)  reopened  its  Tashkent 
office  with  the  arrival  of  its  new  Uzbekistan  country 
director,  Igor  Vorontsov,  on  February  6,  shortly  after  a 
visit  by  EU  Commission  members  to  Tashkent  (ref  A).  As  a 
Russian  citizen  (from  Saint  Petersburg),  Vorontsov  did  not 
need  a visa  to  enter  Uzbekistan,  but  he  will  eventually  need 
to  receive  accreditation  from  the  Ministry  of  Justice  to  live 
and  work  in  Uzbekistan.  Though  still  a registered 
organization  in  Uzbekistan,  HRW  was  forced  to  temporarily 
close  its  Tashkent  office  in  July  2007  after  its  last 
expatriate  staff  member  was  refused  accreditation  (ref  B) . 

V2 . (C)  Poloff  spoke  briefly  over  the  phone  with  Vorontsov  on 
February  8,  who  arrive  safely  in  Tashkent  on  February  6 and 
so  far  has  not  experienced  any  difficulties.  Vorontsov  was 
accompanied  by  Giorgi  Gogia,  a HRW  researcher  from  Georgia, 
who  also  worked  temporarily  in  HRW's  Tashkent  office  this 
past  summer  before  it  was  closed.  Poloff  and  Pol-Econ  Chief 
will  be  meeting  with  Voronstov  on  February  11. 

11_3 . (C)  Comment:  The  Uzbeks  have  taken  several  steps  in  the 

past  month  on  improving  human  rights  (septel)  and  are  acutely 
aware  of  both  of  the  EU  sanctions  debate  and  new  U.S. 
legislation,  signed  by  the  President  in  December  2007, 
threatening  a visa  ban.  Human  Rights  Watch  has  called  for 
continued  EU  "pressure"  on  Uzbekistan,  but  in  its  dealings 
with  us,  it  has  shown  itself  willing  at  least  to  consider 
arguments  that  change  is  occurring  and  on  balance  that 
sanctions  do  more  harm  than  good. 
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